Dear Beth, 

Our Kindergarteners have been working on our Learning Target to communicate how we as humans affect the environment in Science.  The students were brainstorming ways that they could reduce their impact on the environment.  We were researching The Great Pacific Garbage Patch and the students were appalled by the amount of trash and plastic in the ocean.  They were tossing around ideas like not using water bottles and a student mentioned straws and I brought up that Mrs. Kneller’s class does not use straws.  So, they decided that they would not use straws either.  

They also took the initiative and got into teams using LSI strategies and write letters to the other kindergarten teachers that use straws to persuade them to stop using straws as well! They worked so hard on their writing and were so passionate about saving our planet!  I told them that I would talk to Faye about removing straws from our lunchroom; if Kindergarteners can drink without a straw without making a mess, we all can!

We were told that you were the person who could make this magic happen!  It would be so amazing if we could take straws out of all schools or even switch to a greener method like paper straws.  It would be so amazing for our students to know that they are making a difference and helping to save our planet on a larger scale!  They were so amazed at the impact that we made on our kindergarten classrooms, think about how awesome it would be for them to see the impact they can make on the entire county!

We have seen the impact that something like this has on Teacher Kneller’s class.  She has helped them to become strong activists for the Earth and we hope to do the same for our classes.  She supports every part of this cause and she and her students want to see this to fruition as well!  A movement like this can spark advocacy for the future and help them to become lifelong advocates for our planet, which we know we need now more than ever.

Please let us know what we need to do or who we need to speak with to get the ball rolling on this.  It would be so wonderful for Caroline County to be the first district in Maryland to do something like this for the planet.  Attached you will find our Learning Target as well as our letters.  Thank you so much in advance for your support in saving our planet.


Sincerely, 

Kindergarteners and their teachers
